
    
  
      

      
      

  
  

    

  

  
        

        
  

Specialty 
Program Lottery 
and TRC Program

Wednesday, March 16, 2022



    
  
      

      
      

  
  

    

  

  
        

        
  We will review:

➢ TAG Coordinator contact information
➢ PGCPS Specialty Program Lottery process
➢ Tag in the Regular Classroom (TRC) 

program at UPES
➢ Questions
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  Hello!

Alison Hamer
301-985-1898
alison.volski@pgcps.org*
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1.
PGCPS Specialty 
Program Lottery



    
  
      

      
      

  
  

    

  

  
        

        
  

TAG Lo˻ery Highlights

5

Who: All students in 1-6 (do not need to be officially 
identified yet*)

*Students in 1, 2, and 4 are still awaiting notification

Where: https://pgcpsmdc.scriborder.com/
IMPORTANT: If you submitted an application last year, you will need to update your child's expected grade on 
the student profile page before you submit an application for the 2022-2023 school year.

 
In order to submit an application, please note that YOU MUST have your child's student Identification number at 

least 48 hours or more in advance of the close of the application.

When: Now until April 6

Acceptance: Based on # of applicants and center 
availability 

https://pgcpsmdc.scriborder.com/


    
  
      

      
      

  
  

    

  

  
        

        
   Dedicated TAG classrooms 

 Selected, trained teachers and a school-based, full-time TAG 
Program Coordinator 

 Enriched and accelerated instruction in mathematics 

 Opportunities for students to progress individually 

•  Laboratory approach for science instruction, including STEM Fair 

 Enriched and accelerated approach to language arts utilizing 
advanced reading materials and The College of William and Mary 
Language Arts Curriculum for Highly-Able Learners & Junior Great 
Books Shared Inquiry (elementary TAG Centers) 

TAG Center Program
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TAG Center Program
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 Enriched approach to social studies including a multicultural 
emphasis and advanced research and study skills 

•  National History Day research (middle school) 

•  World language emphasis including International Culture and 
Language (ICAL) and Spanish 

 Twice Exceptional Services, as needed 

•  High school class offerings in middle school: Algebra 1, Geometry 
and World Language Years 1 and 2 

•  Enrichment programs with educational, scientific and artistic 
instructions 



    
  
      

      
      

  
  

    

  

  
        

        
  

TAG Center Program
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•  Automatic continuity from TAG Center elementary to TAG Center 
middle school 

•  Automatic continuity option to high school program International 
Baccalaureate Program (students must meet qualifications for 
continuity) 

•  Opportunities beyond the school day vary from school to school 
based on interest



    
  
      

      
      

  
  

    

  

  
        

        
  

2.
TRC Program at 

UPES



    
  
      

      
      

  
  

    

  

  
        

        
  

TAG at UPES
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● EGATE Certified by MSDE

● 21-22 - Universal screening for 1st, 2nd, and 4th; 
Newcomers in 3rd and 5th

● 22-23 - Universal screening in 1st and 4th

● 79 identified students

● Students clustered in classrooms with TAG trained 
teachers
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TAG in the Regular Classroom (TRC) Program 

The TRC Program offers appropriate advanced activities using strategies of differentiated instruction 
within the regular classroom. This model is appropriate for schools with larger TAG populations (50+). 
The components of the TRC program are as follows: 

•  TAG students are cluster grouped with at least 7 other TAG students 
•  Differentiated instructional strategies in the heterogeneous classroom 
•  Curriculum compacting 
•  Tiered assignments 
•  Flexible grouping 
•  Independent study 
•  Acceleration opportunities 
•  Learning/interest centers 
•  Enrichment clusters 
•  Guided Independent Study/advanced research opportunities 
•  Junior Great Books Discussion Program 
•  William & Mary Jacob’s Ladder Program 
•  Advanced Author Studies 
•  Instruction and activities reflecting Multiple Intelligences and Learning Styles 
•  Twice Exceptional Gifted Services (selected sites, as needed) 
•  Off-site educational, scientific and artistic enrichment opportunities
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TRC at UPES - Universal Themes



    
  
      

      
      

  
  

    

  

  
        

        
  

13

TRC at UPES - Depth and Complexity



    
  
      

      
      

  
  

    

  

  
        

        
  

14

TRC at UPES - Depth and Complexity



    
  
      

      
      

  
  

    

  

  
        

        
  

TRC at UPES - Depth and Complexity
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TRC at UPES - Book Clubs

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1HR0xZYs1rA2YqbX9Sjtnb_uUQG4t0UGw/preview
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TRC at UPES - Book Clubs



    
  
      

      
      

  
  

    

  

  
        

        
  

18

TRC at UPES - Junior Great Books
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TRC at UPES -  Reader’s Theater
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TRC at UPES - Depth of Focus / Novel Studies
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TRC at UPES - Depth of Focus / Novel Studies
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TRC at UPES - Depth of Focus / Novel Studies

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l4xs-zYIgeqnI-yfvGYarBqclVLk3-8h/view?usp=sharing


    
  
      

      
      

  
  

    

  

  
        

        
  

TRC at UPES - Design and Creative Thinking
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TRC at UPES - Engineering and Creative Thinking
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TRC at UPES - Problem Solving / Math Projects



    
  
      

      
      

  
  

    

  

  
        

        
  

TRC at UPES - TAG Centers and Creative / Critical Thinking
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TRC at UPES - TAG Centers and Creative / Critical Thinking
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TRC at UPES - TAG Centers and Critical / Creative Thinking



    
  
      

      
      

  
  

    

  

  
        

        
  

TRC at UPES - TAG Centers and Critical / Creative Thinking
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3.
Questions



    
  
      

      
      

  
  

    

  

  
        

        
  Thank you for your time!

Let us know your thoughts!


