
TOP STORIES

End of Quarter & Thanksgiving Break Reminders

Plan ahead by taking note of these important upcoming dates:
 
Nov. 16 – First quarter report cards available in SchoolMax
Nov. 21-22 – 2-hour early dismissal
Nov. 23-25 – Thanksgiving break
Nov. 28 – Grade appeal window opens
Dec. 2 – Grade appeal window closes

View Calendar

Special Education Teacher Wins National Award for
Innovation

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/abqEAOrWfcfuqQGQNzu0Yw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0RbaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGdjcHMub3JnL2Fib3V0LXBnY3BzL3NjaG9vbC1jYWxlbmRhci8yMDIyLTIwMjMtc2Nob29sLXllYXItY2FsZW5kYXItYXMtYS1ncmlkL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKY2OlwnJj07iNTFIVa2FyZW4uaGlzZXJAcGdjcHMub3JnWAQAAAAB


Charles H. Flowers High School special education teacher LeAnn Holden-Martin won first
place in the national Voya Unsung Heroes program for her innovative Sonny House Job
Skills Program! The program helps high school students with severe cognitive disabilities
develop real-world job skills.

Read More

Future Ready: College Application Night

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/RC9hKQxDsIdDrj1t1xQ5GQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0TxaHR0cHM6Ly93amxhLmNvbS9uZXdzL2xvY2FsL2xlYW5uLWhvbGRlbi1tYXJ0aW4tY2hhcmxlcy1oLWZsb3dlcnMtaGlnaC1zY2hvb2wtdGVhY2hlci1zdXJwcmlzZS1jaGVjay0yNzAwMC1mdW5kaW5nLXN0dWRlbnQtcHJvZ3JhbS1jb2duaXRpdmUtZGlhYmlsaXRpZXMtZGV2ZWxvcC1zb25ueS1ob3VzZS1qb2Itc2tpbGxzLXByb2dyYW0tZ3JhbnQtdm95YS11bnN1bmctaGVyZW9zLWF3YXJkLW1hcnlsYW5kLWVkdWNhdGlvblcHc2Nob29sbUIKY2OlwnJj07iNTFIVa2FyZW4uaGlzZXJAcGdjcHMub3JnWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ywuOMunQ7TLRa9dDWCjRAQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0SfaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGdjcHMub3JnL29mZmljZXMvY29tbXVuaWNhdGlvbnMtYW5kLWNvbW11bml0eS1lbmdhZ2VtZW50L25ld3Nyb29tL25ld3MvY2hhcmxlcy1oLi1mbG93ZXJzLWhpZ2gtc2Nob29sLXRlYWNoZXItd2lucy1maXJzdC1wbGFjZS11bnN1bmctaGVyb2VzLWF3YXJkVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpjY6XCcmPTuI1MUhVrYXJlbi5oaXNlckBwZ2Nwcy5vcmdYBAAAAAE~


College Application Night was an opportunity for seniors and their families to meet
admissions counselors and learn about resources to maximize the application process!

Share Your Feedback on the Specialty Programs Showcase

On Nov. 3 more than 800 participants attended the PreK-12 Specialty Programs Showcase
at Charles Herbert Flowers High School.
 



Families who attended are encouraged to share their feedback to help make Showcase
2023 even better!

Share Your Feedback

Specialty Program and Charter School Application Window

High School Specialty Programs – Oct. 1 - Dec. 16
High School Charter Schools – Nov. 1 - Jan. 27
Career and Technical Education (CTE) Programs – Oct. 1 - Feb. 17

Learn More

Top Readers Recognized

Scholastic sponsored a special viewing of the new movie Lyle, Lyle Crocodile for K-5
students who were top performers in Scholastic’s Literacy Pro Reading Program last school
year!

Free Reading Tutoring for K–5 Students

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/t_0Q6-B8SrM8Pul0MCvOLw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0QcaHR0cHM6Ly9iaXQubHkvU1BFQ0lBTFRZMjAyMlcHc2Nob29sbUIKY2OlwnJj07iNTFIVa2FyZW4uaGlzZXJAcGdjcHMub3JnWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/88bs4ENCxsTm9rj6zLmm2Q~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0QdaHR0cHM6Ly9iaXQubHkvU3BlY2lhbHR5UEdDUFNXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmNjpcJyY9O4jUxSFWthcmVuLmhpc2VyQHBnY3BzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~


Give your kindergarten through fifth grade student a boost in reading with free, small-
group virtual tutoring sessions with BookNook! Your child will connect with a tutor online
twice a week with late afternoon and early evening time slots available.
 
The first tutoring session for this school year begins Tuesday, Jan. 24 and goes through
June. Register today!

Sign Up

Crossland High School Inspires Future Educators

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/J4ODdZ96ZKcUdrSULZTb6A~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0RWaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYm9va25vb2suY29tL3BnYy1lbmdsaXNoLz91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249UEdDUFNfU1kyMl8yMyZ1dG1fc291cmNlPW5ld3NsZXR0ZXJXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmNjpcJyY9O4jUxSFWthcmVuLmhpc2VyQHBnY3BzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~
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The Teacher Academy of Maryland (TAM) and the Educators Rising Career and Technical
Student Organization (CTSO) at Crossland High School are working together to prepare
students for teaching careers.
 
Teacher Lynnette Coles (pictured left) encouraged students to participate in the statewide
Educators Rising Moment competition this fall which asked students to share why they want
to become a teacher. Eleventh-grade TAM student Gelsy Carranza Garcia (pictured right)
won Third Place in the competition!

Learn More About Educators Rising

Phyllis E. Williams Spanish Immersion Students Enjoy
Inaugural Trip to Spain

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/W-OPv0hz88k3YI9YT55hhw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0RcaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2FsaXNidXJ5LmVkdS9hY2FkZW1pYy1vZmZpY2VzL2VkdWNhdGlvbi9lYXJseS1hbmQtZWxlbWVudGFyeS1lZHVjYXRpb24vdGFtLmFzcHhXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmNjpcJyY9O4jUxSFWthcmVuLmhpc2VyQHBnY3BzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/F4eVz1uWFJ0jyKFnsM1KvQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0QcaHR0cHM6Ly9lZHVjYXRvcnNyaXNpbmcub3JnL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKY2OlwnJj07iNTFIVa2FyZW4uaGlzZXJAcGdjcHMub3JnWAQAAAAB


Phyllis E. WIlliams Spanish Immersion fifth-grade students traveled to Spain for the
program’s first international trip! 

Read More

Sign Up for Free Telehealth Services

Are you wondering how the new telehealth service for students works? See it in action!
 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ZUwBICbI5U6GCDrljlwfZg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0SgaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGdjcHMub3JnL29mZmljZXMvY29tbXVuaWNhdGlvbnMtYW5kLWNvbW11bml0eS1lbmdhZ2VtZW50L25ld3Nyb29tL25ld3MvcGh5bGxpcy1lLi13aWxsaWFtcy1zcGFuaXNoLWltbWVyc2lvbi1zdHVkZW50cy1lbmpveS1pbmF1Z3VyYWwtdHJpcC10by1zcGFpblcHc2Nob29sbUIKY2OlwnJj07iNTFIVa2FyZW4uaGlzZXJAcGdjcHMub3JnWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/6vDzu3Wn75X8dmGHXQV15A~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0QraHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vd2F0Y2g_dj1PbVBRdmNIeDlsZ1cHc2Nob29sbUIKY2OlwnJj07iNTFIVa2FyZW4uaGlzZXJAcGdjcHMub3JnWAQAAAAB


Please sign up to provide consent for care. Hazel Health is available to every student at no
cost, regardless of their insurance or financial status

Learn More

PG13: The Joy of the Playoffs

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/6vDzu3Wn75X8dmGHXQV15A~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0QraHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vd2F0Y2g_dj1PbVBRdmNIeDlsZ1cHc2Nob29sbUIKY2OlwnJj07iNTFIVa2FyZW4uaGlzZXJAcGdjcHMub3JnWAQAAAAB
http://my.hazel.co/pgcps
http://my.hazel.co/pgcps


Coaches and players go through the mind boggling, yet fun exercise of trying to predict their
playoff opponents. During practice week, teams work hard, but mix in a lot of fun too. Check
out the shout-outs, touchdown celebrations, and dance moves!! 

WHAT TO KNOW THIS WEEK

 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/iUUQfc7VUaFq2kUImzzMTQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0QcaHR0cHM6Ly95b3V0dS5iZS9fRUlFUEh1WXBwRVcHc2Nob29sbUIKY2OlwnJj07iNTFIVa2FyZW4uaGlzZXJAcGdjcHMub3JnWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/JWIPtOBEUQ8hCLRHt8jcmg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0QraHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vd2F0Y2g_dj1tSmxjTm9ncHJnd1cHc2Nob29sbUIKY2OlwnJj07iNTFIVa2FyZW4uaGlzZXJAcGdjcHMub3JnWAQAAAAB


Check out top news this week including when you can view first quarter report cards online,
when schools are closed for Thanksgiving and new free literacy tutoring from BookNook!




ANNOUNCEMENTS

CEO’s Boundary Initiative Recommendations Approved by
Board of Education

On Nov. 10, the Board of Education approved Chief Executive Officer Dr. Monica Goldson’s
final recommendations for the Comprehensive School Boundary Initiative after weeks of
community input.

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/JWIPtOBEUQ8hCLRHt8jcmg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0QraHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vd2F0Y2g_dj1tSmxjTm9ncHJnd1cHc2Nob29sbUIKY2OlwnJj07iNTFIVa2FyZW4uaGlzZXJAcGdjcHMub3JnWAQAAAAB


 
The consultant team’s preliminary recommendations were released in late September. Dr.
Goldson’s major changes include:

Delaying the consolidation of Concord and Pointer Ridge elementary schools until fall
2024, placing the schools on the same timetable as Rose Valley Elementary;
Allowing rising fifth and eighth grade students who would be impacted by boundary
changes to remain at their current school for the final year. Transportation must be
provided by parents. Siblings will be permitted to remain at the current school for that
year only; 
Eliminating boundary changes at 29 schools that would have impacted fewer than 20
students at each school.

Read the News Release Boundary Initiative Webpage

Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week – Nov. 12-20

Each year, the National Coalition for the Homeless and National Student Campaign Against
Hunger and Homelessness sponsor National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness
Week the week before Thanksgiving.
 
The event is designed to educate the public about homelessness, draw attention to the
issue of poverty and increase volunteerism and support for local anti-poverty efforts.
 
The Department of Student Services and the McKinney-Vento Program Office encourage
staff and students to show their support on Wednesday, Nov. 16 by wearing a black shirt to
represent the invisibility of persons experiencing homelessness. 
 
Students can also support the event on social media. Download the TikTok Challenge
poster for details. 

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Is2vhbfbaecwkxtN2KZfnw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0S2aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGdjcHMub3JnL29mZmljZXMvY29tbXVuaWNhdGlvbnMtYW5kLWNvbW11bml0eS1lbmdhZ2VtZW50L25ld3Nyb29tL25ld3MvbmV3c3Jvb20tYXJjaGl2ZXMvMjAyMi0tLTIwMjMvbmV3cy1yZWxlYXNlLWNoaWVmLWV4ZWN1dGl2ZS1vZmZpY2VyLWlzc3Vlcy1ib3VuZGFyeS1yZWNvbW1lbmRhdGlvbnNXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmNjpcJyY9O4jUxSFWthcmVuLmhpc2VyQHBnY3BzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Bd5FLPtUTtGB1SRAjgcSDQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0QqaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGdjcHMub3JnL2Fib3V0LXBnY3BzL2JvdW5kYXJ5VwdzY2hvb2xtQgpjY6XCcmPTuI1MUhVrYXJlbi5oaXNlckBwZ2Nwcy5vcmdYBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/OSRUhq2s63YOGBertg4hRg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlU_YlP0RGaHR0cHM6Ly9kcml2ZS5nb29nbGUuY29tL2ZpbGUvZC8xMnMxV1ZaZEwtOU1lNi05S1J1dEJDSFZQcFo2MkVzcXovdmlld1cHc2Nob29sbUIKY2OlwnJj07iNTFIVa2FyZW4uaGlzZXJAcGdjcHMub3JnWAQAAAAB


Learn More

November Is Family Engagement Month

November is Family Engagement Month! This is the time to highlight and celebrate the
crucial role of families in the education and well-being of children. When families take an
active role in their child’s education, students are more motivated to succeed and teacher
and administrator morale also improves. 

Family & School Partnerships Webpage

BOARD OF EDUCATION NEWS

Top Board of Education News

Highlights from the Thursday, Nov. 10 meeting of the Board of Education include:
 
Approval of Phase II of Blueprint Schools to build five new middle schools and a K-8
academy totaling more than 8,000 seats. View updates on schools presently under
construction.
 
Approval of the CEO’s School Boundary Initiative and aligning of sixth grade with middle
schools.
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Public Hearings: All-Elected Board

There will be three public hearings to receive community input on House Bill (HB) 0355:
Prince George's County Board of Education - Workgroup, Alterations, and Orientation
Requirement PG 503-22.
 
The bill establishes the workgroup to study and make recommendations on implementation
of an electoral process for an all-elected Board, appropriate compensation and an
appropriate phase-in period for changes to Board composition.

Learn More

FAMILY RESOURCES

New! Parent-Teacher Conference Guide 

A Capitol Heights Elementary School family participates in student-led parent-teacher conferences.
 
The end of the first quarter means parent-teacher conferences are around the corner! Check
out tips to make the most of check-ins with your child’s teachers. 

Tips for Parents
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#PGCPSGreen: Celebrating America Recycles Day!

America Recycles Day is this Tuesday, Nov.15. Show us how you or your school are
recycling rockstars for a chance to win!
 
Wear blue to school on Nov. 15 to show your support for recycling.

Recycling Webpage

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

November 15 – America Recycles Day
November 16 – Report cards available in SchoolMax
November 21 – 2-Hour Early Dismissal for Students
November 22 – 2-Hour Early Dismissal for Students
November 23-25 – Thanksgiving Break – Schools and Offices Closed

QUICK LINKS

2022-2023 School Calendar
School Meals
SchoolMAX Family Portal
Fall Learning Information
School Violence Resources and Support

Bus Info/Finder
Registration/Enrollment
PGCPS TV
Vendor Managed Child Care

STAY CONNECTED
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