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Dear Alex, 

 

The results of the inspection and testing performed in Classroom #9 at Margaret Brent Regional, 

located at 2816 Lamont Terrace, New Carrollton, MD 20784, are concluded and the findings are 

enclosed. I want to thank you for allowing ESI the opportunity to service your indoor environmental 

needs. Included in this report are the observations, lab results, and recommendations from ESI’s April 

15th, 2019 inspection and testing.  

 

Background Information 

ESI inspected and tested the school on 2/27/2019 and developed a remediation protocol due to the 

visible mold growth and the elevated levels of Aspergillus / Penicillium detected. After the PGCPS 

Environmental Team remediated the school, they conducted indoor air quality testing. Eleven of the 

areas / classrooms of the school that had elevated levels of Aspergillus / Penicillium were tested by the 

Environmental Team and the spore count was acceptable, except for Classroom #9 which had 16,0000 

spores per cubic meter of Aspergillus / Penicillium.  

 

Purpose  

Based upon the above background information, Mr. Alex Baylor of the Environmental team contacted 

ESI to reinspect and test Classroom #9 to determine the cause and effect of the elevated spore count. 

 

Observations/Cause & Effect  

During the inspection and testing of Classroom #9, I interviewed the Environmental Supervisor for this 

project and he indicated the Environmental Team followed the remediation recommendations from ESI 

within a methodical process listed below. 

 

1. Engage HEPA filtered air scrubber 1000-1500 CFM 

2. HEPA vacuum ceiling to floor and wall to wall to remove dust and debris that could be 

harboring mold spores.  

3. Remove any visible mold by washing with an antimicrobial. 

4. Disengage HEPA filtered air scrubber and fog the classroom with an electrostatic sprayer with 

Total 360® Disinfectant Cleaner 

 

As I inspected Classroom #9, there were no signs of visible mold growth and the HVAC systems 

appeared to be very clean. I inspected the contents within the room and there were no signs of water 

damage and/or mold growth. The room did not have any distinct odors. Once the classroom was 

inspected, the supervisor opened the hatch door to the pipe chase under the floor of the classroom and 

there was standing water.  Once the door was opened, I could smell the stagnate water.  

 

Once this was discovered, Mr. Baylor requested an emergency response to have the water evacuated. I 

then inspected the exterior of the building to determine where the water was coming from. In direct 

relationship to the pipe chase under the floor, there was an exterior down spout discharging into a 

cased iron drain pipe. I could see water inside the pipe. This is an indication that the drain may not be 

discarding the storm water properly and causing this pipe chase to flood. The pipe under the floor was 

a steam pipe, and it did not appear to be leaking during the time of my inspection. However, if that 

steam pipe leaked and went undetected, this could have also contributed to the standing water within 

the pipe chase under the floor in Classroom #9.  
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Sampling Procedures 

Two indoor NON-Viable air samples were collected via Micro-5 bio-aerosol Cassette. After a five -

minute sampling period, the impacted samples are sealed and voided of all ambient light. The samples 

are sealed, labeled and delivered to the San-Air Technologies laboratory within 24 hours.  

 

Environmentalist Interpretation of Lab Results 

After the interior and exterior of the class room was inspected, ESI conducted two indoor air quality 

samples to determine if the spore count was still elevated. In doing so, the attached lab results indicate 

the spore count has been reduced to a normal fungal ecology. 

 

Air Sampling Lab Results 
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Conclusions/Recommendations 

 

Based upon my observations and lab analysis, I believe the elevated spores detected in the PGCPS lab 

results from EMSL may have been elevated due to a spore cloud present during the time of the 

sampling. Spore clouds are produced when HEPA filtered air scrubbers are turned off after 

remediation without covering the filters. It is also known as “blowback”. This could distribute 

thousands of mold spores back into a clean environment.  

 

My recommendation for Classroom #9 is to have the water evacuated from the pipe chase and ensure 

the exterior downspout drain is clear. The indoor air quality of Classroom #9 should not pose any 

environmental risk based upon the two samples collected on April 15, 2019. Therefore, no other 

remediation efforts are needed at this time.  

 

I hope you found our service beneficial.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 

contact me directly at 301-509-0010, or call my office at 410-867-6262.   

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 
 

Vinny Gigliotti (CIE) 

Environmental Solutions, Inc.  
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Industry References 

Since the 1993 New York City Department of Health (NYCDOH) document (Assessment and 

remediation of Stachybotrys Atra in Indoor Environments) was produced, several other guidance 

documents have been written. This report was developed in accordance with and including: 

• Fungal Contamination in Buildings: A Guide to Recognition and Management (Health 

Canada, 1995).  

• Control of Moisture Problems Affecting Biological Indoor Air Quality (Flannigan and 

Morey, 1996).  

• Bioaerosols: Assessment and Control (American Conference of Government Industrial 

Hygienists [ACGIH], 1999).  

• Guidelines on Assessment and Remediation of Fungi in Indoor Environments 

(NYCDOH, 2000). [external link]  

• Mold Remediation in Schools and Commercial Buildings (U.S. EPA, 2001).  

• Report of the Microbial Growth Task Force (The American Industrial Hygiene 

Association, 2001).  

• Fungal Contamination: A manual for investigation, remediation and control (BECi) 

2005. 

• 29 CFR 1910, Occupational Safety and Health Standards for General Industry, U.S. 

Department of Labor 

• Institute of Inspection, Cleaning and Restoration Certification Standard IICRC S520 29 

CFR 1926, Occupational Safety and Health Standards for the Construction Industry, 

U.S. Department of Labor 

• 40 CFR 61, National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP), U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency 

• ACR 2006, Assessment, Cleaning and Restoration of HVAC Systems, National Air Duct 

Cleaners Association, 2006* 

• ASHRAE Standards 62.1 or 62.2 

• ASTM D-1653, Standard Test Methods for Water Vapor Transmission of Organic 

Coating Films 

• Bioaerosols: Assessment and Control, American Conference of Governmental Industrial 

Hygienists, 1999 

• Field Guide for Determination of Biological Contaminants in Environmental Samples, 

American Industrial Hygiene Association, 2005 

• A Guide for Mold Remediation in Schools and Commercial Buildings, US Environmental 

Protection Agency, 2001 Protecting the Built Environment: Cleaning for Health, Michael 

A. Berry Ph.D., 1993 

• IICRC S100 Standard and Reference Guide for Professional Carpet Cleaning, Fourth 

Edition, Institute of Inspection, Cleaning and Restoration Certification, (S100)* 

• IICRC S300 Standard and Reference Guide for Professional Upholstery Cleaning, First 

Edition, Institute of Inspection, Cleaning and Restoration Certification, (S300)* 

• ANSI/IICRC S500 Standard and Reference Guide for Professional Water Damage 

Restoration, Third Edition, Institute of Inspection, Cleaning and Restoration 

Certification, (S500)* 

 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/epi/moldrpt1.shtml
http://epa.gov/iaq/molds/mold_remediation.html
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Report Limitations 

All the professional opinions presented in this report are based solely on the scope of work conducted and sources referred to in 

our report.  The data presented by ESI in this report was collected and analyzed using generally accepted industry methods and 

practices at the time the report was generated.  This report represents the conditions, locations and materials that were observed 

at the time the fieldwork was conducted.  The scope of work for this project did not include an assessment of other environmental 

conditions which could exist on the property.  No inferences regarding other conditions, locations or materials at any other time 

may be made based on the contact of this report.  No warranty is made.  ESI liability and that of its contractors and 

subcontractors shall not exceed the total fee paid by the client to ESI.  This report was prepared for the sole use of our client.  

The use of this report by anyone other than our client or ESI is strictly prohibited without the expressed written consent of either.  

Portions of this report may not be used independently of the entire report. 

 

 


